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TRIBUTE TO ERIN STUART

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I
would like to recognize a member of
my staff, Erin Stuart, who left the of-
fice in July to attend law school at
Marquette University. This is an excit-
ing time in Erin’s life and all of us with
Team Sullivan want to thank her for
her contributions to our office, the
State of Alaska, and the U.S. Senate.

Erin is a born-and-raised Alaskan
who grew up fishing with her family in
our State’s pristine waters. After grad-
uating from South Anchorage High
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School, Erin attended the University of
Portland where she explored her pas-
sions for government affairs and trade
policy.

Erin’s time on Capitol Hill began in
the summer of 2018 when she was an in-
tern for my colleague, Congressman
DON YOUNG. That following summer,
Erin joined my DC office where she im-
pressed all of us with her strong work
ethic, eventually becoming a legisla-
tive correspondent for healthcare
issues.

We work tirelessly in my office to en-
sure that the needs of Alaskans are
best represented. I tell people who join
my staff that it is not easy work. Erin
was always eager to learn and to give
the job her all, while also spending her
evenings and weekends studying for
the LSAT and filling out law school ap-
plications.

We wish her the best as she begins
this new chapter in her life.

While Erin is currently not on my
staff, she is will always be a member of
Team Sullivan. Please join me in wish-
ing Erin success in her future. She is
missed.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DAVID TOMASSONI

e Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President,
today I rise to honor Minnesota State
Senator David Tomassoni, a public
servant, Olympian, and friend. Even
through his battle with Lou Gehrig’s
Disease—also known as ALS—he has
continued to serve the people of his dis-
trict on Minnesota’s Iron Range.

David’s family has a distinctly Amer-
ican story: His grandfather was an im-
migrant, and his father served in World
War II. And David, a son of Chisholm,
MN, attended Denver University on a
full hockey scholarship before embark-
ing on a professional hockey career
that brought him to Italy and the
Olympics. He then returned to the
place he was so proud to call home: the
Iron Range. As David is quick to re-
mind anyone, the Range ‘‘provided the
ore that has forged the steel that has
made the bridges of America.”

Northern Minnesota was also where
David found his true calling as a legis-
lator. In nearly three decades of public
service in the Minnesota House of Rep-
resentatives and State senate, David
has represented his community with
pride, working every day to deliver real
results for workers and families. From
bringing good-paying jobs to his dis-
trict, to improving schools, to fighting
for safe conditions for miners, he has
always been driven by a commitment
to making his constituents’ lives bet-
ter.

When David announced his ALS diag-
nosis, it sent a shock through the en-
tire State senate, and his colleagues
rushed to wish him encouragement and
good health. But even in the face of his
own illness—and in true Tomassoni
fashion—he is still thinking of others.
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He is planning to introduce legislation
to invest in new research, care, and ul-
timately a cure for ALS. He knows he
likely will not be able to benefit from
that investment himself, but the possi-
bility that he could help another per-
son is enough for him.

I want to leave you with David’s own
words, from the letter he shared with
his constituents about his ALS diag-
nosis. He wrote: ‘I give you my word
that my brain and my body will con-
tinue to represent you with the same
passion and vigor I've tried to give in
the past. I have been fortunate and
blessed in my life, my career, in sports,
and with friends and a great family.
This is the next challenge.”

David, you are an inspiration, not
just to me, but to anyone who values
hard work and determination. Thank
you for your decades of service to the
people of our great State, and my
thoughts and best wishes are with you.
If anyone is up to this challenge, it is
you.e

————

TRIBUTE TO JANIS SANTOS

e Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I would
like to offer my congratulations to
Janis Santos as she retires as CEO
from Holyoke Chicopee Springfield
Head Start after 48 years of leadership
in early childhood education and care.
She deserves recognition for her stead-
fast commitment to ensuring that chil-
dren of all backgrounds have access to
high-quality early education.

A graduate of Holyoke Community
College and the University of Massa-
chusetts, Janis began her professional
teaching career in western Massachu-
setts. She soon became a trailblazer in
her field. After opening Parkside Early
Learning Center in Ludlow in 1973, she
went on to join Holyoke Chicopee Head
Start, Inc., as executive director in
1979. She continues to lead Holyoke
Chicopee Springfield Head Start, which
has grown to be the second largest
Head Start Agency in Massachusetts
and one of the largest providers of
early education in western Massachu-
setts. In her career with Head Start,
she has held several leadership posi-
tions, including chair of the Massachu-
setts Head Start Directors Association,
chair of the New England Head Start
Association, vice chair of the National
Head Start Association, and member of
the national advisory panel for the
Head Start 2010 Project.

In 2003, while serving on the board of
directors of the National Head Start
Association, she testified before the
Senate Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions in a hear-
ing on the reauthorization of funds for
Head Start. Her advocacy on behalf of
the children and families in Head Start
programs is powerfully important. I
want to offer my gratitude to Janis
Santos for her lifelong commitment to
America’s children and for all she has
done to advance early childhood edu-
cation and care in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. I congratulate her on
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